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SSC November Meeting at 

Northern Club 

Sefton Sports Council held their November meeting at the Northern 
Club in Crosby on Wednesday, 26th November. The meeting was 
once again well attended with over 40 people present. 
 
The chairman welcomed all to the Northern and thanked the clubs 
representative, Stuart McMillan for their support. 
 
Several items were discussed with the Chair going to great lengths 
to stress the importance of clubs maintaining contact with the Sports 
Councils with regards to contact details and keeping in touch.  
 
Over the last few months the website has been re-vamped and a 
new “Members Section” added. Each club will receive their own  
individual login to access this part of the site. To be entitled to this 
access the club has to be an affiliated member. Secondly the      
introduction of this Ezine is a step forward in communication with the 
clubs. It is dependant on the Sports Council maintaining an up-to-
date list of email addresses for each club contact. It was asked that 
clubs should reply to the Ezine to show they had received it. This 
would notify the Sports Council that the email addresses were     
correct. The Chair stressed that very few clubs had responded, so 
we are in the dark with many clubs with regards to this form of   
communication. 
 
It was also stressed that the Ezine can be sent to more than one 
member at a club and names and email addresses for other        
recipients should be forwarded to the Sports Council.  



 

Rob & Joan Porter 

Jeweller, Silversmith 

& 

Qualified Hand 

Engraver 

The members were reminded that the Merseyside Sports Awards 
were to be held on Friday following the meeting and a report can be 
found in this Issue. 
 
The Chair raised the ideas of clubs giving a short presentation on 
their club, to raise awareness off what our clubs provide in the      
borough and that we should try and attract younger blood to our 
meetings. Jim Kavanagh, of Blundellsands Archers, has kindly    
suggested he would give a talk on archery at our January meeting 
and would bring along a variety of equipment to show how the days 
of Robin Hood are over. He will also bring a young volunteer with 
him to progress the idea of a Junior Council. 
 
It was also proposed that a “Hall of Fame” should be set up to     
honour the sporting people of Sefton, who have given outstanding 
support to the borough. The first award will be presented to Gill 
Burns of Waterloo RFC for her amazing contribution to the world of 
Women’s Rugby (see later). Other candidates include Fran Halsall, 
Tommy Fleetwood, Lord Fearn and Dan Purvis. We are more than 
happy to listen to clubs with regards to any other candidates. 
 
A new batch of Bursary forms have been printed and can be        
accessed from either Andy Kenyon or Paul Wilkinson. 
 
Neil Edwards gave an interesting insight into new legislation around 
The Localism Act of 2011 that allows for the formation of Lists of  
Assets of Community Value.  This allows for assets such as a     
playing field or sports facility to be “Listed” and as such the asset can 
not be sold off without the relevant parties being notified and offered 
the opportunity to bid for the asset. This could be of particular use to 
a club that does not own its own ground. The current list in Sefton 
contains two libraries, a pub, a church and a community centre. For 
more details see the SSC website.  
 
Details were also given of two reports. The “Turning the tide of     
inactivity” report by UKactive and “Talk to me” from the English   
Federation of Disability Sport, which can also be found on the     
website. 
 
A very successful meeting, which was concluded by the Chair     
wishing everyone a “Happy Christmas and New Year” 

Next Meeting 

28th January 2015 

at 

Park Golf Club 

Southport 
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Success for Sefton Sports Clubs again 

Sefton Sports Council and our nominees attended the Merseyside 
event on the 28th November to contend the Merseyside Awards. 
These are the County Sports Partnership awards and the winners of 
the 6 local boroughs awards go “Head to Head” for the honour of 
being Merseyside Champ. We were represented in 7 categories by:  
 
Primary School of the Year Churchtown Primary school   
Secondary School of the Year Formby High School 
Young Sports Person  Lizzie Tolman 
Young Volunteer   Zach Nicholson 
Volunteer of the Year  Tom Walsh 
Coach of the Year   Gareth Roberts 
Club of the Year   Sefton Stars Basketball Club 
Lifetime Achievement  John Rourke 
 
As usual the quality of the nominees from all 6 boroughs was of the 
highest standards and competition for the winners was very tight. 
 
On this occasion Sefton Clubs were successful in two of the       
catagories, but we would like to praise and thank all of our nominees 
for working so hard in their chosen sports and giving so much to their 
respective clubs. Our winners were: 

Lizzie Tolman was our successful nominee in the Young Sports 
Personality of the Year category. Lizzie is a member of Victoria Hall 
Badminton Club and has represented club, county and country. 
Training Monday to Thursday evening, attending school and        
travelling far and wide at the weekends Lizzie has a very exacting 
schedule. 
 
Lizzie has represented Lancashire at U15, U17 and Senior level   
winning gold and silver medals at U15. 
 
This year Lizzie has been chosen to represent England U15’s at the 
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European Championships in Switzerland where she won a silver 
medal in girls doubles. She also represented England U15 in an   
international match against Belgium where Lizzie won gold in both 
the girls and mixed doubles. 
 
Lizzie has also played in the Home Countries Quadrangle in Ireland 
winning gold in the girls doubles, the U15 Edinburgh International 
again winning gold in the girls doubles and the U15 Danish Cup   
winning silver in the girls doubles. 
 
This highly talented youngster also supports her school by coaching 
on a weekly basis at the school Badminton Club taking the U13 team 
to Centre Parcs National Schools Championships reaching the final. 
 
Well done Lizzie 

Sefton also won the Club of the Year award with Sefton Basketball 
Club taking this honour. 
 
For a club that is only10 years old and who started with 20 players 
their progress has been remarkable. Now boasting 150 playing 
members, from recreational, club, regional through to national league 
level the club is a major force on Merseyside. 
 
The club holds three star club accreditation from Basketball England 
and is an active member of the Merseyside Basketball Development 
Group. 
 
A very proactive club in their local community, the club was awarded 
the Liverpool Echo Sports Club of the Year for 2014. The club are 
actively linked to three local schools and South Sefton College. They 
also support 2 of their playing members who are part of the Welsh 
U18 Basketball team. 
 
The club are also part of the Sport England Satellite Clubs scheme in 
Liverpool to expand the opportunities for young people to play the 
sport. 
 
The club has expanded its boundaries into other sports that include 
badminton, five aside football, indoor cricket, rounders, yoga and 
zumba. Their latest venture is the opportunity to play walking        
basketball!!!  
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3 more Sports Council Bursaries 

Sefton Sports Council awarded 2 more Bursaries at the November 
meeting, which were presented by Neil Edwards, the Chairman of 
the Formby Pool Trust. 
 
The first was presented to Jack Dempsey, a young table tennis 
player from Formby Table Tennis Club. The grant will go towards the 
costs of his table tennis equipment, such as kit and bat and will also 
help him with attending tournaments. 
 
Jack plays to a high standard, representing Lancashire and is      
currently No.1 in the North West as well as Lancashire Junior   
Champion. 
 
He said “The grant means a lot to me and will help a huge amount 
with the costs of my game” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jack at present is away at college and his award was collected by 
his grandmother.  
 
 
The second award went to Joseph Milton who is an athlete with   
Liverpool Pembroke & Sefton Athletics Club. 15 year old Joseph is a 
very talented runner who has recently become the English and    
British 300 metre champion for his age group. 
 
He will use the grant to pay towards accommodation and travel for 
himself and his parents as he travels on numerous occasions to  
tournaments and competitions around the country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The third Bursary was presented earlier in the month by sponsors 
Marcon & Associates to Mark Goulder. Mark is an athlete for    
Southport & Formby Special Athletes and was selected to represent 
Great Britain, at badminton, in the European Special Olympics that   
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were held in Antwerp. We had been unable to present Mark with his 
grant prior to his trip, but reported in the October Ezine that Mark 
won a gold and silver medal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For a Bursary for one of your members please contact Andy Kenyon 
(07874 099299) or Paul Wilkinson (07944 941057). 
 

Lancashire return to Trafalgar Road 

Next year Lancashire return to Southport & Birkdale Cricket Club’s 
Trafalgar Road to do battle with Derbyshire. The County Match will 
be played during the Bank Holiday weekend of 24th May 2015. 
The Red Rose side, who were relegated last year, have had good 
times at Southport and the ground is always packed for the County 
matches. Indeed Lancashire get a better following at Southport than 
they do at Old Trafford. 
 
This is an ideal opportunity to get the youngsters down to watch 
some good cricket. Get the date in your diary, pack your picnic   
basket and get on the grass and watch a cracking spectacle. 
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Men’s 1stXI player Alex Daly praised the many club stalwarts who 
had been so unstinting with their time in coaching and encouraging 
young players from the juniors through to the senior sides MP Bill 
Esterson thanked the section for making him feel so welcome and 
said: 

 
‘It’s great to see a club with such a rich history and strong 
links to the local community celebrate a landmark like this.  
That the club has now secured its future with the imminent 

installation of the floodlights bodes well for increased        

participation in sport in the area. It is vital that we see more 

young people involved in sport and physical activity and I 

congratulate Northern for the work they are doing to         

encourage young and not so young people to start or in 

some cases return to hockey.  I look forward to the        

floodlights being switched on in the near future so that the 

club can build on the excellent work that they are doing.’ 

Formby Cricket 
Club 



 

Northern Hockey Club celebrated its 125
th
 anniversary with a dinner 

on Saturday. The Moor Park clubhouse was packed with several 
generations of hockey players, club officials and respective family 
members. 
 
Guests included Sefton Central Labour MP Bill Esterson, himself a 
keen hockey player, Vice President of England Hockey, Chris Todd 
and President of Lancashire Hockey, Peter Thomas. 
 
On a night that saw timeworn playing shirts, memorabilia and old 
Crosby Herald cuttings on display, the dinner was not just a        
celebration of the section’s history. It also marked a seminal time 
period for the future of the section and culmination of many years of 
hard work by respective club members. 
 
January 2013 saw the installation of a state of the art all-weather 
pitch and the latter half of 2014 has seen the section able to secure 
planning permission and raise funds to realise a long held ambition 
of having floodlights at Moor Park. 
 
Long-standing member, Neilan Symondson, instrumental in the    
development of many of the club facilities, including the laying of the 
original astro turf pitch in 1991, spoke on the history of the hockey 
section. He expressed his great satisfaction and relief that Northern 
had now finally succeeded in the bid to have floodlights installed and 
touched on what it meant to everyone involved in the various bids 
and proposals over the last 25 years. 
 
The new facilities have secured the future of the hockey in area and 
Crosby residents have already benefited from the club supporting 
England Hockey’s national ‘Back to Hockey’ campaigns through    
provision of free volunteer led coaching and taster sessions each 
year. Over 90 children and adults participated in sessions which 
were held over the summer months. 
 
Northern has also been selected as a venue to host the prestigious 
‘Lancashire v Cheshire Boxing Day game’. This long standing fixture 
has been played since 1888 and sees 3 games take place a         
veterans over-40's, veterans over-50's and a seniors’ game. 
 
Northern hockey chairwoman Wendy McDowall, herself a key      
contributor to the bid for improved facilities, thanked members   
Dominic Batty, Simone MCaskill and Andy Halpin for their substantial 
efforts in securing the floodlights. 

Northern Hockey club celebrates 

125th anniversary  
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Diary Dates 

Sefton Sports Council 

Meetings 

 

28th January 2015 

Park Golf Club, Southport 

 

25th March 2015 

Firwood Bootle Cricket Club, TBC 

 

27th May 2015 (AGM) 

Waterloo RFC, Crosby 

 

30th September 2015 

 

 

25th November 2015 

 

 

All meetings on a Wednesday with 

a 7.30pm start  

 

  Park Golf Club 

 

     Dates 2015 

 

 

 

JUNE   

Friday 6th   Mixed Open & Gents Open 

Wednesday 18th John Roddy’s Captain of Captain’s 

Day Open 

JULY 

Wednesday 2nd  Ladies Open 

Friday 25th  Gerry Bond Memorial Invitation 

Thursday 31st  Seniors’ Open 

 

AUGUST  

Wednesday 6th      Junior Open 

Lancashire Cricket Match 

Lancashire CC 

Versus 

Derbyshire CC 

Sunday 24th May 2015 

to 

Wednesday 27th May 2015 

(Including Bank Holiday weekend) 

 

at 

Southport & Birkdale 

Cricket Club, 

Trafalgar Road, 

Birkdale,  

Southport 

PR8 2HF 

Day  

of 

Hockey 

 

27th December 2014 

10.30am start for 3 matches 

Lancashire v Cheshire 

Veterans, Masters & Seniors 

 

Clear the cobwebs and enjoy the fresh 

air and hospitality at Northern Club 

 

Northern Club 

Elm Avenue, Moor Park 

Crosby 

Liverpool L23 2SX 



Former England and Waterloo rugby star Gill Burns has become one of the first women to be 
appointed to the International Rugby Board (IRB) Hall of Fame. Gill, 50, played in four 
women’s World Cup tournaments for England and is one of the most famous female rugby 
players ever. 

She was a long-standing captain of the national side and part of the World Cup winning team 
in 1994. An international for 14 years, she was a stalwart for Waterloo RUFC and is a former 
president of the Women’s Rugby Football Union. 

Gill, who lives in Litherland, was inducted into the IRB Hall of Fame at a special ceremony in 
London, during the World Rugby Conference and Exhibition. She becomes one of the first 
women to enter the Hall of Fame alongside greats of the men’s game, including England’s Bill 
Beaumont and Jason Leonard and Australian legend Michael Lynagh. 

Also honoured by the IRB was Carol Isherwood who skippered England in their first            
international game, a 22-4 win over Wales in 1987. Both women have been awarded OBEs for 
their services to women’s rugby, and England Women’s rugby coach Gary Street said he was    
delighted to see the pair recognised by the worldwide rugby community. 

“It’s fantastic to see both Carol and Gill recognised for their contribution to the women’s game,” 
he said. “While our World Cup win this year has brought women’s rugby into the spotlight, the 

work that preceded that stretches back for many years. “Carol and Gill were at the forefront of 

that and fully deserve their place in the IRB Hall of Fame.” 

Dave Raywood, chairman of Waterloo, said: “At Firwood Waterloo we’ve always known Gill is 
a rugby legend and now it’s official. The highest possible recognition in world rugby is so richly 
deserved.” 

“Gill hasn’t just been one of the greatest ever players, she’s also proved to be a fine            
administrator at the highest level and an inspirational ambassador for our sport. We are all   
delighted for Gill and humbled by the sheer scale of her achievements.” 

Gill, who still occasionally turns out for Waterloo, played her 250th game for the club last    
season and even scored a hat-trick in one game. She added: ‘It was an incredible honour to 
be recognised in this way and inducted into the IRB Hall of Fame alongside 14 greats from the 
men’s and women’s game. 

“The recognition highlights the massive developments in the women’s game over the last 30 
years. Women’s rugby is certainly here to stay as a truly world class sport’.” 
 

Gill Burns CV 

October 1987  Started playing with Liverpool Polytechnic 
1988 to 1989  Captain of Liverpool Polytechnic 
October 1988  England debut v Sweden 
March 1989   Great Britain debut v France 
1989 to 1994  Set up and captained Waterloo FC Women’s Rugby  
1989 to 1993  Captain of the North  
1994 to 1999  Captain of England 
1988 to 2002  73 England Caps 
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Gill Burns CV (cont) 

 
Other rugby related honours: 
 
March 1991    First woman to referee at Twickenham. 
November 1994   Sunday Times Sportswomen of the Year Team Award - Winners 
December 1994   Cosmopolitan Achievement Award for Sporting Success 
December 1994   Invitation to the Sports Writers Association Awards 
December 1994   Invitation to the BBC Sports Personality of the Year Awards  
July 1995    Invitation to 10 Downing St. to celebrate the government’s plans for the 
    future of sport 
December 1995   Sports Writers Association Awards 
October 1996   Invited to the Women of the Year Luncheon 
Feb 1997    Invited to a reception at Buckingham Palace to celebrate Sport in the Life of 
    the Nation 
October 1997  Invited to the Women of the Year Luncheon 
January 1999  Rugby Writers’ Award for services to Rugby 
April 1999    Knowsley Borough Sporting Roll of Honour 
September 1999   First woman player to be welcomed into the Rugby World Hall of Fame 
1999     Became Vice-President of the Women’s Sports Foundation 
1999     Rugby Writers Award for services to Rugby 
2000     A chapter in Stephen Jones’ book Midnight Rugby. Ch 14 – ‘Waterloo’ 
2001     Sunday Times Sportswoman of the Year Team Award 
2002     Retired with World Record number of caps – 73 
2002                                 Sefton Sports’ Female Sports Personality of the Year 
2002     2012 President of the Rugby Football Union for Women 
2003     Captain of the first Women’s World XV 
2004     2006 First female President of Waterloo Rugby Club, Liverpool 
2005     MBE awarded by The Queen for Services to Sport 
2010     Sefton Sports’ Lifetime Achievement Award 
2012     Became a Privileged Member of the RFU 
2013     Voted Waterloo Rugby Club All-time Hero 
2013     Honorary Masters degree from the University of Chester 
2014     Inducted into the IRB (World Rugby) Hall of Fame 
 
 
And is that some CV. Well done Gill. 



 

The St. Mary’s College Under 16 netball team are celebrating after 
being crowned as champions of Sefton. 

The squad, captained by Hannah Campbell, beat off the challenge of 
teams from across the borough to win the annual Sefton Schools 
Tournament for their age group. 

During this one-day event, organised on a round-robin basis, St. 
Mary’s recorded a pleasing victory against old rivals Merchant     
Taylors’ Girls School, as well as wins over Chesterfield High School, 
Maricourt High School and Sacred Heart Catholic College. 

Now the next challenge on the horizon for the St. Mary’s girls is the 
National Schools’ Netball Tournament.   

The team heads to Wirral Grammar School for Girls to take part in 
the local heats of this event, in a bid to become one of two teams 
who will go forward and represent Merseyside at regional and    
hopefully national level. 

St. Mary’s Head of Girls PE, Sally Townsley, commented: “I am   
delighted at the girls’ success in the Sefton tournament because 
they’ve played some excellent netball all season and trained really 
hard for the event.” 

“Now I hope they will finish as one of this weekend’s qualifiers and 

go on and make their mark in the prestigious national competition.” 

School Report 



 

Jamie Burdekin, the guest at this years Sefton Sports Awards,     
continued his amazing career when he clinched his latest major 
wheelchair tennis title at Nottingham Tennis Centre after winning the 
quad doubles at the British Open, the fifth of six Super Series      
tournaments on the international calendar, partnering American 
David Wagner. 

In their first tournament together Burdekin and Wagner dropped just 
two games on the way to claiming the Super Series crown, beating 
Australia’s Dylan Alcott and Lucas Sithole of South Africa 6-0, 6-1 in 
the final. 

“I’m delighted considering I didn’t have a doubles partner at the start 
of the week,” said Burdekin, the world No. 5 ranked quad sin-
gles player, who is now likely to see his world No. 10 doubles 
ranking   improve after Sunday’s triumph. “My original partner was 
unable to play and Wagner saw that I was available and I’ve enjoyed 
every minute. 

“He is a great player and I’ve always respected his game, especially 
his doubles as a three-time Paralympic gold medallist, so I was 
proud to be on court with the man.” 

Wagner knows Burdekin well, as an opponent, after Britain         
overcame the USA in the final of the BNP Paribas World Team Cup 
in May. 

On that occasion Burdekin and Andy Lapthorne teamed up to beat 
Wagner and his Paralympic gold medal-winning partner Nick Taylor 
in the deciding doubles tie to clinch gold. 

“We beat them in the final to become a two-time world champion, 
and now there are only more big things to come with Rio 2016 just 
around the corner and the US Open Super Series to look forward to 
at the end of August. 

"It is always important to do well here. This is our backyard, I have 
family down here supporting me and this is one of the tournaments 
we all really want to do well at as a Tennis Foundation organised 
event," said Burdekin, who was watched from the stands by his son 
Charlie, his parents as well as another interested spectator in Judy 
Murray. 

Sefton Sports 
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John Rourke 
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the Year 

Greenbank High 
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Year 

Tom Walsh 

Coach of the Year 

Gareth Roberts 

Jamie wins again 


